Using material from item A and elsewhere, assess the strengths and limitations of using official statistics for the study of ethnicity and educational achievement.

	Paragraph 1 

Education statistics allow sociologists to make comparisons between the achievements of different social groups based on characteristics such as ethnicity, gender and social class. The government collects statistics on over 30,000 primary and 4,000 secondary schools in England and Wales, much of which is available to the sociologist saving both time and money. 
Governments collect a vast amount of statistical data on the educational achievements of different ethnic groups. Given that there are millions of pupils in schools, sociologists would not be able to collect this data themselves, so official stats save time and money. Also because education statistics are collected at regular and frequent intervals sociologists can make comparisons over time. For example annually gathered exam stats enable the sociologist to see trends in results. 


	Paragraph 2
Positivists are very interested in using statistics for a variety of reasons. 

	

	

	

	


